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INTRODUCTION 

 

Sticks & Blobs is a series of books designed to incrementally teach 

children to “musically” read notation. The aim is to equip them to be 

able to sight sing which gives them the skill of being able to read 

music and hear what it will sound like in their heads before playing it 

on an instrument. The quality of instrumental playing is transformed 

using this concept. The table below gives a rough guideline of which 

books can be used for each year group. 

Stage 2 introduces rhythm stick notation using the “T” words; Ta, TiTi, 

Tica Tica etc. It is important that the children always say these either 

out loud or in thinking voices. The rhythms can then be played on 

percussion instruments or body percussion along with many other 

creative ideas. Body Pitch Contours show clearly the shape of the pitch 

of the melody and can be sung using the Body Pitch words whilst 

touching the correct body part or they can be used for “Same, Up, 

Down” singing, this encourages detailed analysing of the blobs. Once 

the Body Pitch Blobs are on a Reduced Stave “Space and Line” singing 

as well as “Same Step Jump” singing encourage further analysis of the 

shape of the melody. 
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